THE PARIS INTERVIEW
wished to give the French Ministers the im-
pression that he had come on a friendly visit
to congratulate the British Expeditionary
Force on its gallant fighting; when he saw it
would give annoyance to Sir John he was
quite willing to abandon his proposed visit to
the troops. But Sir John was by no means
pacified.
"In the conversation which followed be-
tween us all Lord Kitchener appeared to take
grave exception to certain views which I ex-
pressed as to the expediency of leaving the
direction of the operations in the field in the
hands of the military chiefs in command in
the field. He abruptly closed the discussion
and requested me to accompany him for a
private interview in another room. When we
were alone he commenced by entering a strong
objection to the tone I assumed/'
For the first time Kitchener seems to have
recognized that personalities could not be
avoided, but as he left no record of the private
conversation we must turn again to Sir John's
account
"Upon this I told him all that was in my
mind. I said that the command of the British
Force in France had been entrusted to me by
His Majesty's Government; that I alone was
responsible to them for whatever happened,
and that on the French soil my authority as
regards the British Army must be supreme
until I was legally superseded by the same